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Private Equity Stakes and Stadium Construction Boom to Buoy Sports Securitization
We expect to see growing market interest in sports securitization, across 
both issuers and investors. Recent developments such as private equity firms 
buying stakes in NFL teams, and an ongoing focus on stadium construction 
or renovation, make securitization an attractive approach to finance major 
projects and monetize future cashflows. Miami Dolphins and Buffalo Bills 
recently sold 10% stake each to Ares Management and Arctos Partners, 
respectively. Other teams sold stakes to individual investors, which the league 
also approved. More deals are likely to come, according to press reports. 
Meanwhile, quite a few teams are building new stadiums, or undertaking 
major renovations to existing ones (Figure 1). Notable new construction 
examples include Chicago Bears $4.7 billion stadium plans in downtown 
Chicago (after nixing an earlier planned move to suburban Arlington Heights, IL), and a new 
soccer stadium for the New England Revolution in Everett, MA. Stadium upgrades, which could 
boost seat and concessions revenue, include Carolina Panthers’ $800 million renovation to Bank 
of America Stadium, and Dallas Cowboys’ $295 million upgrade to AT&T Stadium. All told, this 
should drive sports facilities-backed debt (including ticket sales securitization), as well as other 
forms of sports-backed debt, such as league-sponsored borrowing programs or specific team/
franchise issuance. 

Figure 1. Sports Stadium Construction Projects

Stadium: CityPark
Location: St. Louis, MO
Team: St.Louis SC
League: MLS
Seating: 22,423
Completion: 2023

Stadium: Etihad Park
Location: New York, NY
Team: New York City FC
League: MLS
Seating: 25,000
Completion: 2027

Stadium: New Highmark
Location: Orchard Park, NY
Team: Buffalo Bills
League: NFL
Seating: 62,000
Completion: 2026

Stadium: Chicago Bears
Location: Chicago, IL
Team: Chicago Bears
League: NFL
Seating: 65,000
Completion: 2028

Stadium: Intuit Dome
Location: Inglewood, CA
Team: Los Angeles Clippers
League: NBA
Seating: 18,000
Completion: 2024

Stadium: New Nissan Stadium
Location: Nashville, TN
Team: Tennessee Titans
League: NFL
Seating: 60,000
Completion: 2027
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Check League Revenue Allocation and Salary Cap Structures
We expect a healthy investor appetite for sports securitizations as securitized products investors 
embrace a widening range of esoteric securitizations, such as digital infrastructure and music 
royalties.1 Still, sports securitization unique collateral merits attention, as well as the potential 
meaningful differences in performance drivers across different deals. 
Distinct factors such as (1) different revenue allocation mechanisms among league member 
teams, or (2) varying salary structures, could impact the quality and predictability of 
securitized cashflows. For example, the NFL equitably distributes a significantly larger portion 
of total leaguewide revenues across teams, compared to other sports leagues. A less equitable 
distribution puts much more emphasis on individual franchise local revenue potential, which can 
be less predictable. 
In turn, league salary caps (hard or soft) can bolster expense certainty compared to no salary 
caps, where an owner can choose to spend as they see fit on a franchise payroll.2 Interestingly, 
the same attributes that rating agencies could view as credit positives – equitable league revenue 
distribution and salary caps – have been flagged as hurting league or team success. NFL’s revenue 
sharing model is shielding poorly performing teams, such as Carolina Panthers, from accountability, 
according to sports commentators. 
In turn, NBA’s salary caps could make it more difficult to form great teams and elevate new 
superstars. This perhaps explains the precipitous decline in the league’s TV ratings and fan 
interest. From late October to mid-December of the 2024-25 season, average viewership declined 
19% across the league’s national media partners, according to press reports. Following a holiday 
bump, it is sliding again in 2025. Viewership trends are particularly relevant for sports league debt 
deals. The primary collateral for such deals is national television contracts.

CRE Market Views Can Inform Sports Facilities Analysis
Sports facilities securitization should pique the interest of CRE/CMBS investors. Deal collateral 
can include game-day and season ticket sales, club seats, luxury suites, concessions, and other 
cashflow-generating sources that may be tied to the facility specific location, market, and 
demographics. CRE investors may be able to leverage existing views on geographics and markets 
to assess facility prospects. The presence of sports stadiums already has been closely tied to the 
performance of surrounding CRE properties, mostly hotels, restaurants, and retail. 
For example, stadiums such as Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, MA, and Lambeau Field in Green 
Bay, WI, have become year-round destinations and generate revenues outside of football-related 
activities, according to Morningstar. The two stadiums have become part of larger developments 
that include entertainment districts, hotels, multifamily, office, and medical facilities. 

1  “Music ABS: Pool Variations Emerge Amid Constructive Sector View,” Securitized Products Special Topics, Academy Securities, December 9, 
2024
2  A hard salary cap establishes a maximum for player payroll and often a floor. The player payroll may be adjusted upward or downward based on 
the index to which it is linked, typically some aspect of league revenues. A soft salary cap may generally have the same structure as a hard salary 
cap, with exceptions for veteran or key franchise players. 

https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_DC_Tenant.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Music.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Music.pdf
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On the flip side, departures of sports teams from stadiums may fuel value losses in nearby 
properties. One example is hotels around Oakland Coliseum, that have seen valuation drops 
after both Oakland Raiders and Athletics moved to Las Vegas, as CoStar reported. Specifically, the 
specially serviced, $28.1 million Radisson Oakland (UBSCM 2018-C9) saw its appraisal slashed to 
$15 million in late 2024, a 70% drop from the $50 million valuation at issuance. The underlying 
289-room full-service hotel sits just blocks from the complex that at the CMBS loan origination 
housed the Golden State Warriors, Raiders and Athletics. Separately, the non-securitized $100 
million loan on Oakland’s largest hotel, the 500-room Oakland Marriott City Center, just defaulted, 
according to press reports. 
Out-of-market team relocations, as well as field moves within the same area, can have a 
significant impact on sports deals (Figure 2). As such, team non-relocation agreements and 
covenants have been protective features traditionally provided in all sports facility financing 
structures, according to rating agencies. We would expect to see sports debt maturities fall within 
the term of the non-relocation agreement. 

In similar vein, natural disasters also have an impact on sports stadium cashflows. The NFL 
relocated last month the Los Angeles Rams playoff game against the Minnesota Vikings from SoFi 
Stadium in Inglewood to State Farm Stadium in Glendale, AZ, due to the wildfires in Los Angeles. 
The NHL and NBA postponed multiple games at Crypto.com Arena. 

Figure 2. Sports Team Relocations

Team League Previous Host 
City

Relocation
Year

New Host
Stadium

Previous Host 
Stadium

Out-of-market Relocations

Las Vegas Raiders NFL Oakland, CA 2020 Allegiant Stadium Oakland Coliseum

Los Angeles Rams NFL St. Louis, MO 2015 SoFi Stadium Edward Jones Dome

Los Angeles Chargers NFL San Diego, CA 2016 SoFi Stadium San Diego Stadium

Athletics MLB Oakland, CA 2028 Tropicana Las Vegas Oakland Coliseum

Field/Court Relocations

Los Angeles Clippers NBA 2024 Intuit Dome Crypto.com Arena

Golden State Warriors NBA 2019 Chase Center Oracle Arena

Texas Rangers MLB 2020 Globe Life Field Globe Life Park

Nashville SC MLS 2022 Geodis Park Nissan Stadium
Source: Press reports and Academy Securities
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Academy Securitized Products Research Recent Reports

Securitized Products Special Topics - Esoteric ABS:

Timeshare ABS: Program-specific Attributes to Drive Performance

Music ABS: Pool Variations Emerge Amid Constructive Sector View

Tower ABS: Tenant Preferences Bode Well for Leasing Demand

Aircraft ABS: Momentum Builds for Insurance Booster

Data Centers: Tenant Rosters Poised to Change

Container ABS: Geopolitical Tailwinds as Issuance Picks Up

Gas Securitization: Shorter WAL Alternative to Electric Charge Deals

Net Leases: Scarcity Value as Issuance Poised to Pick Up

Recovery Bonds: Deal Reporting Shows True-Up Adjustments Potency

Data Centers: Performance Wrinkles to Test Operators’ Role

Recovery Bonds: Diversifying Exposure Moves Beyond Disasters

Device Payment ABS: Expect Stable Performance as Collateral Evolves

Aircraft ABS: Waterfalls Playing Catch-Up as Fundamentals Recover

Data Centers: Teakeaways from 2023-Vintage Deals

Litigation ABS: Tailwinds in Place for an Uncorrelated Segment

Equipment ABS: Pick Your Spots Amid Diverging Collateral Trends

Commercial Solar ABS: Emergent Segment to Alleviate Headline Risks

Cell Towers: Lender-Friendly Features Dovetail with Secular Tailwinds

Timeshare ABS: Exposure to Favorable Hospitality Segments

Recovery Bonds: No Need to Closely Watch the Fed or the Economy Here

Data Centers: A Strong Segment Juggles ABS and CMBS

https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Timeshare_Fees.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Music.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Tower_Verizon.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Aircraft_Insurance.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_DC_Tenant.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Container.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_RecoveryGas.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_NetLease.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Trueup.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_DC_Operator.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Recovery2024.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Device.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Aircraft.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_DC2023.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Litigation.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Equipment.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Solar.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Towers.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Timeshare.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Recovery.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_DataCenters.pdf
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Securitized Products Special Topics:

CRE CLO Liquidations: Losses Accumulate, but No Immediate Writedowns

Office Contractions: New Term Rollover Risk, and Swelling Reserves

Multifamily Expenses: Broad Increases Mask the Fluctuations

Small Balance Commercial: Periphery Locations and “Weak” Sponsors May Prove Supportive

Investor Non-QM: Pockets of Value as Underwriting Tightens

Multifamily Prepays: Becoming Less Common, as Property Sales Drop

CRE CLO Mods: Rising Volume Not Immediately Telegraphing Distress

Agency Floaters: Adjusting Interest Rate Cap Escrows

Multifamily CRT: Limited Credit Risk on Synthetic Exposures

OC Triggers: Subtle Thresholds Come to the Fore As Collateral Stress Builds Up

Self Storage: Aspects to Watch as Performance Decelerates

Transitional Multifamily: Collateral Migration Away from CRE CLO Offers Different Deal Profile

Affordable Mortgages: Fee Elimination Spotlights Convexity Profile

Investor Non-QM: Rental Exposure with Some Structural Twists

Small Balance Multifamily: Value Ahead of Slow Prepays

Future Funding: Potential Key Performance Driver as CRE CLO Pipeline Builds Up

Multifamily Prepays: Property Sales Trigger Paydowns

Manufactured Housing: Resilient Segment Amid Potential Multifamily Softness

Tender Offers: Expect More to Come, Though Not on a Predictable Schedule

NYC Multifamily: Rent Increases to Support Cashflows Amid Regulatory Restrictions

Housing at a Crossroads: Single-family and Multifamily Exposures

Senior Housing: Focus on Segment Selection Amid Pandemic Impact

Disaster Performance: Pandemic Forbearance Resolutions Bode Well for Future Stresses

Russian Sanctions Impact: Lease Terminations and Forced Property Sales

https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_CRE_CLO_Liq.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Contraction_DC.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_MF_Expenses.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_SBC.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_NonQM_DSCR.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_PC_Prepay_2023.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_CRECLO_Mods.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_SARM.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_MCRT.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_OC_CLO.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Storage.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Q.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_HR_HP.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_InvestorNonQM.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_FRESB.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_CRE_CLO_FF.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_PC_Prepay.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_DUS__MHC.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CRT_Credit_Focus_Tender_Offers.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Rent_Regulation.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/SP_Special_Topics_SeniorHousing.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CRT_Credit-Focus_20220412.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Academy_CMBS_Special_Topics_Sanctions-1.pdf
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CMBS Credit Focus:
Office Re-defaults: Foreclosures to the Fore as Modified Maturities Near
Interest Adjustments: Track Shortfalls Repayment and Priority
New Leases: Track Post-Issuance Replacement Tenants
Property Protection Advances: Track Opaque Expenses in Long Workouts
Parkmerced: Abundance of Structural Angles to Determine Bond Cashflows
Pro-rata Prepays: Surprise Booster for Subordinate Bonds
PILOT: Check Another Wrinkle of Ground Leases
Non-Trust Debt: Check the Seniority of Your CMBS Collateral
Recovering Shortfalls: Credit IO Value in Distressed Office
Releasing Holdbacks: RENT is Writing Up Bonds
Reserves vs Advances: Servicers Tap Reserves to Lower Advances
Forward Forbearances: One Market Plaza Introduces a Twist to Mods
Loan Assumptions: Watch Waterfalls as New Borrowers Redevelop
Holdbacks: RENT in the Limelight, as Other Cases Brewing
Blanket NRAs: Shutting Down Advances Upends Credit IO Trades
Credit 2024: Workout Nuances Come to the Fore
Recovering the Non-Recoverable: Liquidation Nuance Bolsters Paydowns
Special Servicer Replacements: 1740 Broadway Crystalizes Implications
Crossgates Liquidation: Holdbacks Complicate Severity Projections
WODRA: Bond Cashflows Under Stress in Post-Mod Advance Recovery
Securitized Mezz: Workout Dynamics in Public Display
Dark Triggers: Nuances in Focus as Tenant Departures and Subleasing Pick Up
Upping Appraisals: Recovering Valuations Reverse Shortfalls
Non-Recoverable Advances: Unveiling a Rationale for a Key Decision
Excess Cash Allocations: Probing Advances on Positive Cashflowing Loans
Release Prices: Cherry Picking Across Office Portfolios, Sometimes at a Discount
Mezz Loan Sales: A Potential Headache for CMBS Workouts
Equity Pledges: Hotel Bossert Spotlights Dual Collateralized Loans
The Road to Conversion: Consider Office Ground Leases and ARD Loans
Credit 2023: Advancing and Workout Approaches to Play a Central Role
Hotel Receiverships: Palmer House Hilton Spotlights Stabilization Efforts
Office Modifications: 285 Madison May Offer a Blueprint for More to Come
Triple-A Shortfalls: Destiny Spotlights Delayed ASERs Impact
Inflation-Resistant Leases: Rent Steps Offer Some Revenue Protection, though Not Much
Industrial Delinquencies: Don’t Happen Often, but Watch Closely When They Do
Hotel Reserves: Key Performance Driver after Pandemic-Driven Depletion
Government Tenants: Short Termination Notices and Specialized Properties
Mall Foreclosures: What to Track as Servicers May Shift Away from Modifications

https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Redefault.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Interest_Adj.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Replacement.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_PPA.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Parkmerced.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Prorata_Prepay.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_PILOT.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Total_Debt.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Securitized_Special_Topics_Shortfalls_Recovery.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Holdback_Release.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_AdvInterest.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_OneMarket.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus__Assumptions.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Holdbacks.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_NRA_Deal.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Credit2024.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_NRA_Recovery-1.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Special_Transfers.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Crossgates.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_WODRA.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_SecuritizedMezz.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Triggers.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Appraisal.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_NRA.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Advancing.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Release.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Mezz.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Bossert.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_625Mad.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Credit2023.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_PalmerHouse.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_285Madison.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_DestinyUSA.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Special_Topics_Rent_Steps.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_Industrial_DQ.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Academy_CMBS_Credit_Focus_Reserves.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/CMBS_Credit_Focus_GSA.pdf
https://academysecurities.com/wp-content/uploads/Academy_CMBS-Credit-Focus_2022-03-01.pdf
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Disclaimer

Although certain information has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, we do not guarantee 
its accuracy, completeness or fairness. We have relied upon and assumed without independent verifica-
tion, the accuracy and completeness of all information available from public sources.

Views and opinions expressed are for informational purposes only and do not constitute a recommenda-
tion by Academy Securities for any purpose including buying, selling, or holding any security. Views and 
opinions are current as of the date of this presentation and may be subject to change, they should not be 
construed as investment advice.

This information discusses general market activity, industry or sector trends, or other broad-based busi-
ness, economic, market or political conditions and should not be construed as operational, research or 
investment advice. This material has been prepared by Academy Securities and is not financial research 
nor a product of Academy Securities. It was not prepared in compliance with applicable provisions of law 
designed to promote the independence of financial analysis and is not subject to a prohibition on trading 
following the distribution of financial research. The views and opinions expressed may differ from those 
of Academy Securities. Investors are urged to consult with their financial advisors before buying or selling 
any securities. This information may not be current and Academy Securities has no obligation to provide 
any updates or changes.

Economic and market forecasts presented herein reflect a series of assumptions and judgments as of 
the date of this presentation and are subject to change without notice. These forecasts do not take into 
account the specific investment objectives, restrictions, tax and financial situation or other needs of any 
specific client. Actual data will vary and may not be reflected here. These forecasts are subject to high 
levels of uncertainty that may affect actual performance. Accordingly, these forecasts should be viewed 
as merely representative of a broad range of possible outcomes. These forecasts are estimated, based on 
assumptions, and are subject to significant revision and may change materially as economic and market 
conditions change. Academy Securities has no obligation to provide updates or changes to these forecasts. 
Case studies and examples are for illustrative purposes only.

Index Benchmarks

Indices are unmanaged. The figures for the index reflect the reinvestment of all income or dividends, as 
applicable, but do not reflect the deduction of any fees or expenses which would reduce returns. Investors 
cannot invest directly in indices.

The indices referenced herein have been selected because they are well known, easily recognized by inves-
tors, and reflect those indices that the Investment Manager believes, in part based on industry practice, 
provide a suitable benchmark against which to evaluate the investment or broader market described here-
in. The exclusion of “failed” or closed hedge funds may mean that each index overstates the performance 
of hedge funds generally.

THIS MATERIAL DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFER OR SOLICITATION IN ANY JURISDICTION WHERE OR TO 
ANY PERSON TO WHOM IT WOULD BE UNAUTHORIZED OR UNLAWFUL TO DO SO.

©Academy Securities, Inc.


